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EQUAL SOCIETIES: FOR A EUROPE OF GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWERED WOMEN

2017 and 2018 were the years when 
women stood up globally and simulta-
neously and told the world that they have 
had enough: enough of being paid less 
than men for the same work; enough of 
not being free to decide about their own 
bodies; enough of being harassed and 
abused at work and beyond; enough of 
being made to stay at home and ful  l tradi-
tional roles. 

It is indeed time to put an end to the per-
sistent gap between women and men in 
terms of respecting human rights, access 
to opportunities and decision-making 
power. But women’s rights have also 
experienced a massive backlash from 
neo-conservative, fundamentalist religious 
and right-wing populist forces and, in many 
cases, the persistent lack of adequate 
public services obliges women to stay at 
home as carers. PES Women and the PES 
are thus determined to stand by all women 
in the continuing  ght to secure women’s 
rights in the EU and beyond and to  ght 
all types of discrimination and stereotypes 
against young girls from an early age on. 

We want to advance gender 
equality across all  elds and 
sectors by calling for an EU 
Gender Equality Strategy, 
as promised by the European Commission 
and requested by the Council. The PES 
and PES Women therefore also call for the 
EU to implement gender budgeting when 
preparing the EU budget. Not only does 
the EU have to respect international obliga-
tions such as the UN 2030 agenda (ensu-
ring a parity planet), but the EU has also a 
responsibility towards 52% of its citizens to 

ensure that women have an equal share 
politically, economically and socially. There-
fore, we need to cooperate with neighbou-
ring regions, international organisations 
and initiatives in order to exchange best 
practices, identify common  elds of coo-
peration and develop synergies to support 
solidarity between women and to promote 
gender equality on an international level. 

1. Stop Violence Against
Women
The last year has shown us that the  ght 
for women’s rights is, at its core, a  ght 
for women’s safety. With the growth in the 
#metoo movement, thousands of women 
spoke out about the physical and mental 
violence they face every day at home, at 
work, in public places and in our communi-
ties, and mobilised against it. The number 
of women affected who made their stories 
heard shows how urgently we need poli-
tical action to ensure that all women can 
participate equally in all parts of society 
without fearing harassment and violence.

One in three women in the EU has expe-
rienced physical and/or sexual violence 
since the age of 151. This demonstrates 
that we must combat all forms of violence 
that affect women, including domestic 
violence, sexual violence and rape, human 
traf  cking, female genital mutilation, 
sexual harassment, forced marriage and 
so-called honour crimes. This includes 
tackling psychological violence, together 
with stalking, verbal abuse in public places 
and the internet as well as  ghting porno-
graphic objecti  cation of women and their 
negative display in sexist advertisements. 
Moreover, decision-makers and society as 
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a whole must  nd comprehensive solu-
tions, not only to end the trivialisation of 
such acts through education programmes 
and awareness-raising, but also  nally 
to end the impunity of perpetrators and 
to shift towards dissuasion and crimina-
lisation through legislation and effective 
policies.

The PES and PES Women urge all EU 
Member States to ratify and implement 
the Istanbul Convention, which was 
introduced by the Council of Europe in 
2011 to make Europe a safer place for all 
women by recognising multiple forms of 
gender-based violence, taking measures 
to prevent it, protect victims and prose-
cute perpetrators. Ratifying the Istanbul 
Convention and implementing it in natio-
nal legislation is the only way forward for 
Europe to guarantee the protection and 
safety of all women, girls and vulnerable 
groups in Europe, including refugee wo-
men, migrants and LGBTI people arriving 
to Europe. The EU and its Member States 
need to step up their actions to eradicate 
sexual and gender-based violence, to 
eliminate the power imbalance between 
women and men, and to respect, advocate 
and implement women’s rights across 
policy  elds. 

2. My Body, My Rights
Denying women’s free choice over their 
own body or denying their access to any 
type of medical care, undermines the pro-
motion and respect of their fundamental 
freedoms and rights. Banning abortion, or 
making it nearly impossible for a woman 
to access safe abortion, has never pre-
vented it from happening. Instead, it 
makes women’s lives more dif  cult and 
dangerous by forcing them either to resort 
at home to backdoor procedures that put 
their health and lives at risk, or to travel 
to another state where legal termination 
procedures are available. Therefore, we 
urgently need to allocate more resources 

to, and prioritise, education, infrastruc-
ture and awareness-raising about sexual 
and reproductive health and rights, lin-
king these to women’s social economic 
empowerment and independence. There 
should be a stronger focus on prevention 
and comprehensive sexuality education 
for all adolescents, young girls and boys 
inside and outside of school. This will 
equip them, including in rural areas, with 
better knowledge to make decisions about 
their own bodies, health and lives and to 
manage healthy sexual and social rela-
tionships. At the same time, promoting 
sexual and reproductive health and rights 
must be a norm, including the access 
to affordable, safe and legal abortion 
for all women throughout the EU. We 
want sexual and reproductive health and 
rights to be included in the EU Health 
Programme. Every country should offer 
access to affordable contraceptives and 
support services for women. The PES 
and PES Women will continue  ghting for 
these rights in all countries and we must 
support pan-European initiatives, such 
as the AllofUs1 platform, that counteract 
misinformation.

3. Close the Gender Gaps 
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Furthermore, the EU must 
ensure that women and men 
can have an equal and fairly 
balanced approach towards 
sharing paid and unpaid work 
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